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Understanding the New Arctic 

Maritime Era 

• The Return of the Great Game  

– War Deterrence/War Fighting 

– Power Projection 

• The need to provide for new constabulary 

capabilities  

– New Navigations Routes 

– New Resources Development 

– New Environmental Needs 

 

 

 



Problems in Understanding 

• Normative Overlay 

– Public and Decision-makers want/wish region 

remains a zone of cooperation 

• Secrecy 

 



From: Adam Lajeunesse, Lock, Stock, and Icebergs (2016) 

US-Canada Submarine Cooperation 

in NWP 



The Foundation of the New 

Maritime Strategic Arctic Reality  

• New Resources and New Access to Resources 

• Core Strategic Interests of Russia and US 

– Russia:  

• Nuclear Stability, Stopping US ABM 

• Limiting NATO 

• Power Projection  

– US:  

• Protecting homeland – Build-up of ABM 

• Support of NATO 

• Developing Interests  of  “Others” – China, 

Japan, South Korea 



Growing Military Assertiveness of Russia 

in Arctic and renewed military strength  

 
• 1990’s Period of Extreme Reduction 

– AMEC/G8 

• 2000’s Renewal  

• Russian State Rearmament Program 2007-15 

• Focus on Submarines  

- 3(+4 building) new Nuclear Missile Subs 

- 2(+3 building) new attack Subs 

Yury Dolgoruky 



Russia Resumes Arctic Exercises 

mid 2000s 

• Twin Submarine Test Missile Launch near 
North Pole 2009  

– 2 Delta IVs SSBN plus several SSNs 

– Resumption of SSBN patrols ~2003 

• Large Military Exercise in Arctic Region 
2007+ 

• Largest Exercise in  2015 40,000+ troops 

 



US Arctic Forces 

• Submarine Forces: 
• US – Seawolf and Los Angeles Class; Virginia Class 

• Cooperation with UK 

• ICEX March 2009 – 2 LA class SSN 

• ICEX March 2011 – 1 Seawolf and 1 Virginia 

• ICEX March 2011 – 1 Virginia and 1 LA 

• ICEX March 2014 – 1 Virginia and 1 LA 

• ICEX March 2016 – 2 LA 

ICEX 2011 HMS Tireless 2007 after accident 



Chinese Navy and Arctic 

• 5 PLAN vessels (People’s Liberation Army 

Navy) ships reported off Aleutian Islands 

Sept 2015 

• 3 PLAN vessels (Fleet 152) 1st visit to 

Sweden, Denmark, Finland Oct 2015 

• Will the new Subs (SSN/SSGN) be arctic 

capable?  

Source: Diplomat  
PLAN Jinan 



Russia Core Strategic Interests and 

Arctic 

• Nuclear Stability – Maintenance of  

Deterrence 

– Focus on SSBN  

– Build-up Northern Fleet 

• Limit Expansion of NATO 

– Growing interest of Sweden/Finland 

• Stop/Limit US ABM 

– Will look to Alaska 



US Core Strategic Interest and 

Arctic  

• Protect against Attack on US Homeland 

– North Korea Missile Threat – increase of 14 

more interceptors Ft Greely AK 

• Meet and Contain Rising Power of China 

(Asian Pivot) 

– Need to use Alaska as pivot point 

– China and Arctic Goverance 



Conclusion 

• Will continue to be a disconnect between 

rhetoric of cooperation and reality of core 

security requirements of Russia, US and China 

• Short and Medium Term - Rising need to 

develop Arctic Seapower for Constabulary 

Roles as new economic activity develop 

• Long Term - The key maritime issues will be 

– War deterrence/war fighting 

– Power Projection 

– Sea Denial 

 


